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iTunes: Just how random is random?

By David Braue on 08 March 2007

« Introduction o Arole for labels?

o Say You, Say What? « The new random

Think that song has appeared in your playlists just a few
too many times? David Braue puts the randomness of =5 .
Apple's song shuffling to the test -- and finds some i
surprising results. %

Quick -~ think of a number between one and 20. Now think of
another one, and another, and another.

Starting to repeat yourself? No surprise: in practice, many series
of random numbers are far less random than you would think.

Computers have the same problem. Although all systems are able to pick random numbers, the
method they use is often tied to specific other numbers -- for example, the time -- that means you
could get a very similar series of 'random’ numbers in different situations.

‘This tendency manifests itself in many ways. For anyone who uses their iPod heavily, you've probably
noticed that your supposedly random ‘shuffling’ iPod seems to be particularly fond of the Bee Gees,
Melissa Etheridge or Pavarotti. Look at a random playlist that ITunes generates for you, and you're likely.
to notice several songs from one or two artists, while other artists go completely unrepresented.

http://www.cnet.com.au/

itunes- just- how-random- is-random-339274094.htm
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